
KING COUNTY JURISDICTION PRIMER: 
 
Existing Cities: As of September 2004, King County contained 39 cities, the largest number of any county 

in Washington State. One quarter of the incorporations occurred in the 1950s, and another quarter in the 1990s.  

 
Algona Bothell (part) Des Moines Issaquah Maple Valley * Normandy Pk Sammamish * ** Snoqualmie 

Auburn Burien * ** Duvall ** Kenmore * ** Medina North Bend * SeaTac * Tukwila 

Beaux Arts *  ** Carnation ** Enumclaw Kent Mercer Is Pacific Seattle Woodinville * ** 

Bellevue ** Clyde Hill Federal Way Kirkland Milton (part) Redmond ** Shoreline * ** Yarrow Point 
Black Diamond Covington * ** Hunts Point Lk Forest Pk Newcastle * Renton Skykomish * ** Snoqualmie 

 
ABOUT JURISDICTIONS:  The State Constitution, adopted in 1892, mandates that county government 

provide police, court and jail services for anyone within its geographic boundaries. It also supports the 

incorporation of cities, and assigned the responsibility for misdemeanant criminal justice services within city 

boundaries to the municipal government.  

 

Each city has responsibility and authority over misdemeanor cases occurring within its geographic boundary. 

Consequently, each of the 39 cities in King County, is a separate jurisdiction, responsible for police, court and 

jail services within that city.   The result is a very fragmented criminal justice system at the misdemeanor level.   

 Police:  12 of the 39 cities contract with the King County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement 

services (indicated by a single asterisk above). The Sheriff also provides police protection services for 

unincorporated areas, and contracted law enforcement services to Metro Transit, King County 

International Airport and the Muckleshoot Tribe. The remaining 27 cities provide law enforcement 

services independently.   

 Courts:  12 of the 39 cities contract with King County District Court for court and probation services for 

misdemeanor offenses (indicated by a double asterisk above). The remaining 27 cities provide their own 

court services.  Three courts have a specialized Mental Health Court: 

o Seattle Municipal Court  

o Auburn Municipal Court  

o King County District Court  

 

  Jail:   There are7 jail facilities in King County.  

o The 2 King County Correctional Facilities are located in Seattle at 5
th
 and James, and at the 

Maleng Regional Justice Center in Kent. King County has contracts with 36 of the 39 cities to 

provide jail services (no contract exists between King County and Milton, Kent or Enumclaw).  

o The 4 city jails are located in Enumclaw, Issaquah, Kent, and Kirkland. Most cities in King 

County contract with other jurisdictions to house misdemeanor offenders, including Yakima and 

other east side jurisdictions.  

o There is 1 multi-jurisdictional jail that is located in Des Moines, SCORE. The South 

Correctional Entity will serve the cities of Auburn, Renton, Des Moines, Tukwilla, Seatac, 

Burien, and Federal Way. 

 Treatment Services:  The State assigns each county the responsibility of providing Mental Health and 

Chemical Dependency Services. King County is its own Regional Support Network (RSN) and 

contracts with the state to assure that services are provided.  

o The RSN contracts with 16 community mental health agencies and more than 34 chemical 

dependency treatment agencies to provide services for an eligible population. If an individual 

meets the requisite eligibility for a specific medical coupon, as established through the DSHS 

public benefit system, that individual can access needed services anywhere in King County.  



City 
** Asterisks indicate a 
jurisdiction where a 
misdemeanant offender 
with mental illness has 
access to a Mental Health 
Court  

Law 
enforcement 

 

Misdemeanor 
Offenses 

Felony 
Offenses 

 
Jail Facility 

Mental Health 
and Chemical 
Dependency 

Services 

 
Algona Algona Police  Algona Municipal  
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KC Jail   For MH services: Any of 
the MH agencies which 
contract with KC RSN:  
1. ACRS 
2. Children’s Hospital 
3. Community House 
4. CPC 
5. Consejo 
6. DESC 
7. Evergreen 
8. Harborview 
9. NAVOS 
10. SeaMar 
11. Seattle Children’s 
12. Seattle Counseling 
13. Sound Mental 

Health (SMH) 
14. THS 
15. Valley Cities 
16. YMCA  

 
For CD services: Any of 
the CD agencies which 
contract w/ KCMHCADS:  

1. Alpha Center 
2. Am Behav Health*  
3. ACRS 
4. Auburn Youth 
5. Ctr Human Services 
6. Catholic Comm Svc 
7. CPC 
8. CONSEJO 
9. DESC 

10. Evergreen Health 
11. Evergreen TX 
12. Integrated Counsel  
13. Intercept 
14. Kent Y&F  
15. Muckleshoot Tribe 
16. NAVOS 
17. Renton Area Youth 
18. Ruth Dykeman Y&F 
19. Ryther Child Ctr 
20. Seadrunar * 
21. Seamar * 
22. Seattle Counseling 
23. Seattle Ind Health 
24. Snoqualmie Tribe 
25. Sound MH  
26. THS 
27. Northshore Y&F 
28. Perinatal TX 
29. Pioneer Human Svc 
30. Valley Cities 
31. Prosperity 

Counseling & TX 
32. Recovery Ctrs of KC 
33. Wa Pacific Islander 
34. Youth Eastside Serv 

 Residential  

Auburn Auburn Police  Auburn Municipal Crt KC Jail  SCORE 
Beaux Arts   Sheriff’s Dept KC District Crt KC Jail   
Bellevue   Bellevue Police   KC District Crt KC Jail   
Black Diamond Black Diamond 

Police   
Black Diamond Municipal 
Crt 

KC Jail   

Bothell (part) Bothell Police   Bothell Municipal Crt KC Jail   
Burien   Sheriff’s Dept KC District Crt KC Jail  SCORE 
Carnation   Carnation Police  KC District Crt KC Jail   
Clyde Hill Clyde Hill Police   Clyde Hill Municipal Crt KC Jail   
Covington   Sheriff’s Dept KC District Crt KC Jail   
Des Moines Des Moines Police   Des Moines Municipal Crt KC Jail  SCORE 
Duvall   Duvall Police   KC District Crt KC Jail   
Enumclaw Enumclaw Police   Enumclaw Municipal Crt    Enumclaw 

Jail 
Federal Way Federal Way Police   Federal Way Municipal Crt KC Jail  SCORE 
Hunts Point Hunts Point Police   Hunts Point Municipal Crt  KC Jail   
Issaquah Issaquah Police 

Dept 
Issaquah Municipal Crt KC Jail  Issaquah Jail 

Kenmore   Sheriff’s Dept KC District Crt KC Jail   
Kent Kent Police Dept Kent Municipal Crt   Kent Jail  
Kirkland Kirkland Police   Kirkland Municipal Crt KC Jail  Kirkland Jail 
Lake Forest Pk Lake Forest Pk 

Police   
Lake Forest Pk Municipal 
Crt; KC DistCrt (Sat 
arraignments) 

KC Jail   

Maple Valley  Sheriff’s Dept  Maple Valley Municipal 
Crt 

KC Jail   

Medina Medina Police Dept Medina Municipal Crt KC Jail   
Mercer Is Mercer Island 

Police   
Mercer Island Municipal 
Crt 

KC Jail   

Milton (part) Milton Police   Milton Municipal Crt    Unknown  
Newcastle   Sheriff’s 

Department 
Newcastle Municipal Crt  KC Jail   

Normandy Pk Normandy Pk 
Police Dept 

Normandy Pk Municipal 
Crt 

KC Jail   

North Bend   Sheriff’s 
Department  

North Bend Municipal Crt KC Jail   

Pacific Pacific Police Dept Pacific Municipal Crt KC Jail   
Redmond   Redmond Police 

Dept 
King County District Crt KC Jail   

Renton Renton Police Dept Renton Municipal Crt KC Jail  SCORE 
Sammamish   Sheriff’s Dept King County District Crt KC Jail   
SeaTac   Sheriff’s Dept SeaTac Municipal Crt KC Jail  SCORE 

Seattle Seattle Police Dept Seattle Municipal Crt KC Jail   

Shoreline   Sheriff’s Dept King County District Crt KC Jail   
Skykomish   Sheriff’s Dept King County District Crt KC Jail   
Snoqualmie Snoqualmie Police   Snoqualmie Municipal Crt KC Jail   
Tukwila Tukwila Police   Tukwila Municipal Crt KC Jail  SCORE 
Woodinville   Sheriff’s Dept King County District Crt KC Jail   
Yarrow Point Yarrow Point 

Police   
Yarrow Point Municipal 
Crt  

KC Jail   

Unincorporated 
KC, misdemeanor 

offenses    

Sheriff’s Dept King County District Crt KC Jail  

 
All King County, 
felony offenses  

 
All police agencies 
& Sheriff’s Dept  

 
King County Superior Crt 

KC Jail  

 


